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“Pionecrs and the settlement of Ce-
lumbia ™

“Well,” said E. W. Stephens, “the
first Government land sale was held
in 1818, but there was no settlement
in this locality until 1820. Then a

little place called Smithton grew up

where Waestmount is now It was
yamed after General Thomas A. Smith
register of lands, who lived at Frank-
Hn,

“There was a tavern at Smithton
. double-hewed log house, which was
awned by General Richard Gentry,
rrandfather of N T. Gentry. [l was
talled a house of eénlertainment In
those days

“The first circuit
County was held
smithton The first judge of
ourt was Judge David Todd. His
brother, Roger N. Todd, who was the
Jdrst circuit clerk, was N. T. Gentry's
sther grandfather. Hamilton R. Gam-
nle, who was later governor of Mis-
sourf, was first prosecuting attorney.
Warren Woodson, grandfather of Dr.
Noodson Moss, was the first county
lerk. The first county court was com-
wsed of Anderson Woods, Lazarus
Wilcox and Peter Wright

“Anderson Woods' son, James H.
Woods, lived right here where my
Mice stands now,” said Mr. Stephens.
And James' son, William S. Woods,
who founded William Woods College |

coart «of Boone
under a tree at

the |

yhis tavern to the place where Fred- |
| endall's store stands now. Jewell]
| wanted the town to grow toward the|
west, and Gentry was trying to bring
"it to the east. In 1823 there were 300|
people here. i

“William Jewell was trustee of the
town for a long time and to him we!
owe the wide streets and the fact that f
the town was not built around the/
ecourthouse square as in most Missouri
towns. He superintended the build-
ings of the courthouse in 1845, where
the courthouse columnps now stand,
and placed this inscription on fit: ‘O]
when expelied from other
habitations, make this thy dwelling
place.’ He is buried in the family
,\-'-nurl»r_\'. sonth of Columbia.

The First Postmistress,

“General Gentry was Killed in the
Seminole War, in Florida, His widow,
Ann Gentry, was appointed postmis-
tress by Andrew Jackson. She was
said to be the first postmistress in the
United States.

“0ld Franklin was the nearest lown
to Columbia. It was the largest town
in this part of the state, but was swept
away in the river later, Fulton and |

Justice,

!F’ayette were started in 1823. Boone

Some Pioneers of Columbia

, Daniel P

County was organized in 1820, and I
bave the original advertisement of the
sale of lots in Columbia in 1821.

“The first brick house built in Co-
lumbia is still standing, near the Katy
tracks, where it was built. It was
opned by Charles Hardin, the first
postmaster, and the father of Gover-
nor Charles H. Hardin.

“David Gordon was another prom-
inent pioneer. He had a number of
sons who were successful in their pro-
fessions. They were J. B. Gordon, who

s a4 prominent lawyer, James M.,
Charles and George W. Gordon. They
lived around here and had large
families, 2

“A, J. Williams was a state senator
and held the governor's position at a
time when a governor had not yet
been elected to fill a vacancy. Dr.
Wilcox was a prominent
lawyer. Other early Columbians were:
James H. Bennett, Anthony W. Lane,
Abraham Foley, Captain David M.
Hickman, Dr. Anthony W. Rollins,
ancestor of the Rollins family here,
and among the very first were Dr.
James W. Moss, my wile's grandfath-
er, and Sinclair Kirtley. My father,
James L. Stephens, did not start into
business here until 1844

Erom_ FoI1r Motor Cars to 1_066

Automobiles have multiplied in Co- rt‘nlumhia and

the smaller towns

it Fulton, was horn at t#ls spot. Peter lumbia since W. B. West purchased | of the county such as Ashland, Deerf

Wright was the great-grandfather of |
J. Kelly Wright. !
“The first sheriff was Overton Har-
riz, grandfather of Judge David H.|
darris, present judge of the Cicuit
Peter Bass was the first fore-
man of the grand jury
Smithton’s Brief Career. |
“Smithton stood only about six
They could not
ind water over there, so they moved

he sale of lots was held here early
in 1821. At this sale some one asked, |
What shall we call the town? Colonel
iHobert Estill, whose descendants are
living now in Howard County, said,
Call it Columbia.’

“The town was surveyed by Peter
Wright, and Willlam Jewell, who
‘ounded William Jewell College at Lib-
rty, helped lay it out. A tract of
‘and where the cemetery now is, was
st aside in 1821 as a site for the
tate university. Congress had just
passed & bill providing for a univer-
ity in every state, and Columbians
hegan to make ready for it right away.
But when the University was located
here in 183§, it was placed at the pres-
ent location, The other would have
heen a better site, in my opinion.

“William Jewell lived in the
part of town, opposite the tract of land

west

the first car ever owned in the city |

and gave pedestrians “the thrill of a | Rocheport. Only a few years ago the |’

Boone |

life time.” Today nome of
County's one thousand automobiles.

ranging all the way up to Whites,
Loziers and Packards, create the|
slightest stir of emotion. In fact, the

become s0 common |

automobile has
that it is now the faithful old family

|h0rﬁe which causes pedestrians to | twice the amount carried by a wagon
[ halt, look and listen before venturing and team.

across the street.

Columbia boasted of four automo-
biles in 1908— a Ford, an Olds and two |
Reos. The figures for 1917 show that
in Boone County there were approxi-
mately and J. T. McMullen of |
Taylor's Garage says that at least
300 have been added to the list since
that time. The different makes of |
cars are pretty well represented |
through ngencies in Columbia. Among |
them are the Ford, Hudson, Maxwell,

TiHI,

Saxon, Nash, Dedge, Reo, Cadillac,
Chevrolet. Buick, Oakland and Over-
land.

Motor trucks and delivery cars are
replacing the horse in Columbia in
transfer work. One dealer has esti-
mated that there are as many as
twentysfive trucks «n operation on
the streets daily, not counting those
that come in from the nearby towns

Idt‘ell been the making of roads,” said

Park, Englewood, Stephens Store and |
]

matter of getting freight to and from
these places was an all day's job for

one trip, but now with the trucks even
Englewood, which is eighteen miles
distant, is egsily reached on two
trips a day, each time with more than

“The coming of automobiles has in-

F. W. Niedermeyer, who has been in
the automobile business since 1809,
He says the farmers never think
about good roads until they get a car
and then it is no trouble at all to get a |
good crowd out to a road meeting, and
all are enthusiastic boosters. Mr
Niedermeyer says that the increase in |
the number of cars in the county for |
the last two yvears hag been more than
all the other years together, In drlv—[
ing over the county he said he very
seldom ran meross a farmer who didn't
have a car, and those who didn't al-|
ready have one were building a gar- |
age, getting ready for one. I
It is the medium-priced car which |
seems to appeal to the greater part or;
Boone Countinns. The up-keep,
pecially the tires, is much less on tht-l

es- |

1 i
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AN ESTABLISHED INSTITUTION

FOR MORE THAN TEN YEARS
JIMMIE’S COLLEGE INN

has been distinguished in the minds of the people of Columbia as
the confectionery where the guiding slogan 1s *‘service and quality.”’
Two years ago it was remodeled and made one of the finest con-
fectioneries in the state, of which Columbia is proud.

Made-in-Columbia candy by Jimmie is delicious, fresh and reason-
able in price. It’s the kind that melts in your mouth and makes
you wish for more.

Three stores in Columbia are in some way managed by Jimmie.
They are The College Inn, the Kolumbia Kandy Kitchen and the
Virginia Confectionery. At each place there is a certain degree of
enjoyment you get from a drink, from a dish of ice crean or candy
that can be found in no other place.

Jimmie’s College Inn

which had been set aside for the Uni-| for freight. Several of the Iast cheaper car, and this means a great
versity. General Gentry had moved mentioned are in operation between | deal to the average car owner. |916 BROADWA Y MOSCOW BROTHERS, Proprietor.’
— =
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“FURNITURE Ga
r

See Our Complete Spring Stock
of

urniture and Rugs |

Scarcely a week goes by that we do not receive out of town
orders for FURNITURE and FURNISHINGS for the HOME
Our
Spring Stock is here and we call YOUR attention to our complete

stock of RUGS of all kinds and sizes, also

thus emphasizing our large stock and complete service.

The Home of the
Edison

The supertority of this nstru-

ment is bevond question. Step in

our store and let us demonstrate this

fact to you. Every home should

- ——
Y
& s

have ane.

&

A CENTER OF INTEREST TO PEOPLE ABOUT TO FURNISH i

THEIR

HOMES




